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The Monocle Travel Guide series reveals our favourite places in each city we cover, from the ideal

route for an early-morning run and the best spots for independent retail to detailed design and

architecture pages and neighbourhood walks to get you away from the crowds.
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A study in how to rewrite history, Monocle's Vienna includes a wide variety of essays on the city's

history including some very major gaps. Marie-Sophie Schwarzer's laughable history of the city

suggests Vienna attacked an "influx of people from different backgrounds" but notes the "tide turned

during the Second World War." (Yup that's it on WW2, which is presented as a passing hiccup).Now

though she affirms the city is a "magnet for immigrants from all corners of the world." What's

missing? Just the fact that of Vienna's 200,000 Jews all but 2,000 were murdered in the Holocaust.

Plus the fact that Vienna became a cosmopolitan cultural center largely thanks to those Jews (Freud

to Mahler on down). You can try to write Jews out of history. But if you do you erase the driving

force of Vienna's golden age, and the horror of its downfall.
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